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On the Occasion of the 90th Anniversary of the Institute (Motohiro Mibu, Chairman of the board of
Directors)

Happy New Year to you all. First of all, I would like to express my deepest sympathies to those who have lost their lives or are
suffering from COVID-19 infection. I would also like to express my respect for the efforts of the people involved, including medical
personnel, who are confronting infectious diseases day and night. Although Japan has made progress in vaccinations and other
measures, and the situation is more settled compared to the rest of the world, it may still be difficult to spend the New Year's holiday
as usual. I sincerely hope that the day when we can celebrate the New Year without any worries will come soon.

The Yamashina Institute for Omithology (YIO) began as the laboratory museum built in 1932 in a private residence in Nanpeidai,
Shibuya, Tokyo. The bird specimens and other materials were collected by the Institute's founder, Dr. Yoshimaro Yamashina. Ten
years later, in 1942, the museum was approved as an incorporated foundation. This current year marks the 90th anniversary of the
founding of the institute. In the 1980s, the building in Nanpeidai became old and small for the collections, and when we were looking
for anew location, we received an enthusiastic invitation from the city of Abiko, Chiba Prefecture, to move to a location by Teganuma
Lake in 1984.



In 1992, the Yamashina Yoshimaro Award was established to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the foundation, and to honor
individuals or organizations that have contributed to the development of omithological research and bird conservation activities in
Japan. To date, 21 individuals and one organization, have been honored for their contributions.

The successive chairman of the board of directors were Yoshimaro Yamashina, Nagachika Asano, Hisanaga Shimazu, and I am the
fourth. The director generals are Yoshimaro Yamashina, Nagahisa Kuroda, Satoshi Yamagishi, Yoshihiro Hayashi, and Takuji Okuno,
making him the fifth (as of 2022). The president has been His Imperial Highness Prince Aya (now His Imperial Highness Prince
Akishino) since 1986. In 1992, then Princess Sayako Nori (now Ms. Sayako Kuroda) joined the institute as a research assistant, and
is currently a fellow.

This newsletter, ""Yamashina Choken News," was first published in 1989 after Dr. Yamashina's death and has changed from a monthly
to a bimonthly publication; the next issue will be its 300th issue. The academic journal "Journal of the Yamashina Institute for
Ommithology" was first published in 1952 and has now published 53 volumes.

In its 90-year history, there have been many events such as wars, oil shocks, the bubble economy, and financial shocks. In the midst
of changing times, the history of the YIO has not always been a time of peace and tranquility. Thanks to the efforts of our predecessors
and the support of many of you, we have been able to celebrate our 90th anniversary. We are now experiencing the pandemic caused
by COVID-19. We do not know what the post- COVID-19 era will be like, but we will continue to contribute to society by addressing
environmental issues, such as the conservation and the maintenance of biodiversity, through the study of birds. I wish you all the best
for this coming year.

(Excerpt from the January 2022 issue of Yamashina Choken News)

R AR
Motohiro Mibu, Chairman of the board of Directors
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The laboratory museum at the time of completion.
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The 22nd Yamashina Yoshimaro Award will be presented to the Japanese Association for Wild Geese
Protection

The 22nd Yamashina Yoshimaro Award will be presented to the Japanese Association for Wild Geese Protection (JAWGP)
(chairman: Masayuki Kurechi). JAWGP has been conducting conservation and research on geese migrating to Japan since the
foundation about half a century ago when the populations of geese were in sharp decline. Their activities have been on intemational
scale, greatly advancing our knowledge of geese migrating to Japan and achieving significant conservation results. Their
achievements were recognized by the Yamashina Yoshimaro Award Selection Committee (chaired by Takuji Okuno).

The presentation ceremony was held on Friday, July 22 at the Akasaka East Palace in the Akasaka Imperial Palace (Minato-ku,
Tokyo), with a minimum number of people and infection control measures, following the presentation ceremony for the 21st
Yamashina Yoshimaro Award in 2020. His Imperial Highness Prince Akishino, the President of Y1O, presented the chairman of the
association, Masayuki Kurechi with a certificate and a commemorative medal, and Noriaki Fukushima, Executive Director in charge
of CSR of Asahi Shimbun, presented him with a plaque and an inventory of the 500,000 yen prize money. Mr. Kurechi stated that
he was very honored to receive the Yamashina Yoshimaro Award, the most prestigious award in the field of omithology, and that he
was particularly pleased that the award was not given to an individual but to the association, as it was a recognition of the protection,



conservation and restoration activities that he and many members have conducted over the years.
(Note: The commemorative symposium was held on September 23 at the Yayoi Auditorium of the University of Tokyo.)
(Excerpt from the July/September 2022 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Mr. Noriaki Fukushima, Executive Director (CSR) of the Asahi Shimbun Company, delivering a congratulatory speech prior to the
presentation of the Asahi Shimbun Award.
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New Director Hiroshi Ogawa assumed office

As of June 2022, Dr. Takuji Okuno, Director General of the Y1O, resigned, and Dr. Hiroshi Ogawa, Professor Emeritus of Tokyo
University of Agriculture, became the new Director General of the Institute in July 2022. Former Director General, Okuno continues

to provide guidance and advice on cultural aspects of omithology as a Senior Fellow.
(Excerpt from the September 2022 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Dr. Tomita delivered a lecture at the '"Symposium commemorating the 100th anniversary of the
designation of Kabushima Island Black-tailed Gull Breeding Site as a National Natural Monument''.

On June 18, at Hachinohe City Marine Science Museum ‘“Marient” (Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture), the "Symposium
commemorating the 100th anniversary of the designation of Kabushima Island Black-tailed Gull Breeding Site as a National Natural
Monument" was held (hosted by Hachinohe City and the Jichi Sogo Center), where a researcher of the Y1O, Dr. Naoki Tomita gave
a keynote lecture entitled “The current state of Japanese seabirds as seen through the Black-tailed Gull.”

Kabushima Island, which has long been known as a breeding ground for the Black-tailed Gull, was an island of about 1.7 hectares
in area about 150 meters off the coast of Hachinohe City, but now reclaimed and connected to the main land. In 1922, it was
designated as a National Natural Monument as ‘Kabushima Black-tailed Gull Breeding Site.” In recent years, about 15,000 pairs of
gulls are known to breed there. In his keynote lecture, Dr. Tomita explained that, while the connection of the breeding site to the main
land made it useful as a tourist resource and a place for environmental education, it also means that the breeding grounds could be
damaged by territorial predator invasion, so that countermeasures need to be considered. Mr. Akira Narita, who has been conducting
the bird banding surveys on gulls for many years as a cooperative researcher of the Y10, also gave a lecture titled "The Kabushima



Black-tailed Gull - through 100 Years of research".
(Excerpt from the November 2022 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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The symposium was held at a venue overlooking Kabushima Island. There were 93 visitors including children and adults of all ages
(photo by the Hachinohe City Board of Education).
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YIO produced a booklet on bird banding survey and organized a field tour

YIO, with a grant from the Toyota Environmental Activities Grant Program of Toyota Motor Corporation, produced a booklet and
organized a field tour to promote the bird banding survey and its results.

The bird banding survey is a survey in which wild birds are caught and released with numbered rings to the leg and sometimes other
devices to obtain information on various aspects of their ecology, such as their migratory routes and longevity. The bird banding
surveys are conducted in many countries around the world under international cooperation, and YIO conducts the survey on behalf
of the Ministry of the Environment, with the cooperation of about 450 volunteer fieldworkers throughout Japan.

10



YIO held a field tour on bird banding survey, "Let's investigate bird migration" on October 30, 2022. This field tour was held as an
environmental education event at the Fukushimagata Lagoon Water Park. On the day of the tour, participants were given a copy of
the booklet "Let's look into the wonders of migratory birds! The world of bird banding surveys" and learned about the Fukushimagata
Lagoon. Next, they visited the banding survey site and observed the actual operation of bird banding at the Fukushimagata Bird
Banding Station building. Nineteen parents and children of elementary school age and older participated in this event.

(Excerpt from the March 2023 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Visiting a bird banding site.
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Booklet "Let's look into the wonders of migratory birds!".
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Participation in the Japan-Australia-China-Korea migratory bird conservation agreement meeting

The 20th Japan-Australia migratory bird conservation agreement meeting, the 18th Japan-China migratory bird conservation
agreement meeting, and the 15th Japan-Korea migratory bird conservation cooperation meeting were held from October 31 to
November 2, 2022, in online format. Taku Mizuta, Director of Natural History and Conservation, and others from the YIO members
participated in the meetings.

For conservation of migratory and endangered birds and their habitats, Japan has concluded bilateral treaties and agreements with
the United States, Russia, Australia, and China, and an environmental protection cooperation agreement with Korea. For each treaty
or agreement, representatives of the two countries meet approximately every two years to exchange information on new scientific
findings, conservation progress, and legislation, and to discuss future issues and plans for joint research. YIO is the Japanese center
for bird banding survey and has participated in these meetings since the beginning. This time, the plenary session was followed by
bilateral meetings and a workshop on the monitoring of Saunder’s Gulls and land birds by specialists from Japan, China, and Korea,
where Director Mizuta provided information on Saunder’s Gulls, terns, and seabirds monitoring.

(Excerpt from the March 2023 issue of Yamashina Choken News)

i - R ORI & FEA R CEIE L, TERFEAR, AE, BARETHEAT 2 X7 mhE A, TUN (EEH

RFEHES) DLy RYA KTV, BREEEDOL Y KU A MCHERMEE 1T (W) I ESh W5, A, HPo
it CIEMEHL L i Tt = EOHMFRICL 5V —2 2 a v 7Bl S T,

The Saunder’s Gull breeds along the Bohai Sea and Yellow Sea coasts of China and Korea, and winters along the southern coast of
China, Taiwan, and Japan, etc. It is classified as VU on the IUCN (Intermational Union for Conservation of Nature) Red List and as
endangered category I (VU) on the Red List of Japan by the Ministry of the Environment. Information was exchanged and discussed
at the Japan-K orea and Japan-China meetings, and a workshop was held by experts from the three countries.
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(EAIFNEWS 2023 4E3 H=5 X 0)

YIO concluded an educational cooperation agreement with Shibaura Institute of Technology Kashiwa
Junior & Senior High School

On December 8, 2022, YIO concluded an educational partnership agreement with Shibaura Institute of Technology Kashiwa Junior
& Senior High School (Kashiwa City, Chiba Prefecture, Japan, Principal: Masayoshi Nakane), and on the following day, December
9, commemorating the agreement, our staff gave a lecture for students of the school.

The purpose of this educational cooperation agreement is to broaden the horizons of junior and senior high school students, to increase
the awareness of their career paths and motivation to leam, and to revitalize secondary school education through mutual educational
exchanges. The agreement lists four items for educational cooperation: (1) lectures and classes, (2) support for practical training, (3)
guidance on research learning, and (4) other matters, agreed upon through mutual consultation.

In the lecture, "What is biodiversity conservation? -Think about it with an example of the Amami Thrush (Otora-tsugumi)- " was
given by Taku Mizuta, Director of Natural History and Conservation. The event was open to first-year junior high school students
through third-year high school students, and 85 students attended and asked lively questions after the lecture.

(Excerpt from the March 2023 issue of Yamashina Choken News)

AE L7 e E LT 2RIER Bk (B) &/ Frk (F)
Principal Masayoshi Nakane (left) and Director General Hiroshi Ogawa holding up the signed agreement (right).
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Presentation of research results funded by Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (Specially Designated
Research Promotion) from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)
was held

On January 26, 2023, YIO held an online presentation of research results for the fiscal year 2022 of the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research from the MEXT on “Expansion, management, and publication of materials for advancing the study of birds”.

Director General Hiroshi Ogawa explained the purpose of this meeting, which focused on the collaboration with external institutions
and organizations, and Taku Mizuta, Director of Natural History and Conservation, gave an overview of the collaboration between
YIO and external institutions and individuals. Mr. Tatsuya Hiragi, curator of the Amami City Amami Museum, gave a presentation
titled ""A hands-on specimen preparation course at the Amami City Amami Museum and thereafter”, and Ms. Haruka Mizumura, a
graduate student at the University of Tokyo, gave a presentation titled "Research on breeding ecology of the endangered Brown
Shrike using bird banding survey techniques". Mr. Koichiro Sonobe, a visiting researcher at the YIO, gave a presentation titled
"Utilization of Yamashina collection materials in research on works by natural history painter Shigekazu Kobayashi'".

The President of the Institute, His Imperial Highness Prince Akishino, attended this presentation online.

(Excerpt from the May 2023 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Tatsuya Hiragi, curator of the Amami City Amami Museum, making a presentation.
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2 HIC, BHEOMERMZERER E LGl IEET 22 dikAa s, 2, FrET 2RI
B 2 M8y v 7 AP TR &R EHA LT, (d) DNA Y] CHDOFEIE %175 729D DNA 7 — X
Ny IEFHAT—42 (DNAN—a—F7F—%) &, BERMKILT — 2 oL ICEY Ty, ZERMMA
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