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Special Support for John Gould Exhibition

The Yamashina Institute for Ornithology (YIO) provided special assistance to the exhibition "John Gould no
chorui zufu~19 seiki egakareta sekai no tori to sono jidai (John Gould's Folio Bird Books - Illustrated Birds
of the World in the 19th Century and That Time)" organized by the Tamagawa University Museum of
Education. The exhibition focused on Gould's ornithological monographs, as well as other ornithological



monographs from the same period, John Gould's sketches, the process of making monographs and
lithography by layout drawing, Gould's specimens, and a phylogenetic tree mandala showing the evolution
of birds with Gould's illustrations (made by Dr. Masami Hasegawa, invited researcher of YIO) allowing
visitors to enjoy the artistic and scientific appeal of Gould's monographs from various perspectives.

The number of visitors was 1,291 at the Ikebukuro venue (October 5-13, 2019, Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre,
Gallery 1) and 2,967 at the Tamagawa Univ. venue (October 28-February 2, 2020, Tamagawa University
Museum of Education). The YIO provided three monographs and six specimens for this exhibition. In
addition, the symposium " 19 seiki no John Gould chorui zufu kara nani ga wakaru noka (What can we
learn now from John Gould's ornithological monographs in the 19th century?)" was held at the Tokyo
Metropolitan Theatre on October 8, 2019, with a keynote speech by Mr. Hiroshi Aramata (writer, natural
historian, and director of the Kyoto International Manga Museum), and a panel discussion by Mr. Aramata,
Ms. Sayako Kuroda (a fellow of YIO), and Dr. Takuji Okuno (Director General of YIO) with 91 people
attending.

(Excerpt from September 2019 and May 2020 issues of Yamashina Choken News)
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Identification of bird species in the Nazea Geoglyphs

Aresearch group led by Dr. Masaki Eda (Associate Professor, Hokkaido University Museum), joined by Dr.
Takeshi Yamasaki (Chief of Division of Natural History, YIO) identified the birds depicted in the Nazca
Geoglyphs from an ornithological point of view and discovered that birds depicted do not distribute in the
vicinity of Nazca. They have published a scientific paper on their findings. The Nazca Geoglyphs are huge
drawings on a desert plateau 50 kilometers inland from the coast of southern Peru, and there are more than
2,000 drawings of linear lines, geometric shapes, and iconography of flora and fauna. The purpose and motifs
of their creation are not well known. While the geoglyphs of these birds have previously been identified on
the basis of overall impressions and a small number of morphological features, the research group extracted
as many morphological features of each image as possible and compared them to the morphological features
of the birds presently found in Peru to identify them more closely.

As the result, they identified two pelicans and one hook-billed hummingbirds among the 16 images. The
research group hopes to investigate pottery from the same period and bird remains excavated from the site
and compare and integrate the results to get closer to revealing the mystery of Nazca Geoglyphs.

(Excerpt from November 2019 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Elucidation of long-term population changes in 10 breeding seabird species in Japan

Dr. Naoki Tomita (researcher of Division of Avian Conservation of YIO) and Mr. Fumio Sato (currently a
fellow of YIO), in collaboration with Assistant Professor Dr. Masayuki Senzaki and Professor Dr. Yutaka
Watanuki (Graduate School of Hokkaido University), have analyzed the population changes of 10 species of
seabirds breeding in Japan over the past 36 years. The study revealed that not only endangered species
such as the Common Murre and the Tufted Puffin, but also species such as the Black-tailed Gull and the
Slaty-backed Gull which are generally considered as widely distributed and abundant in Japan, are in long-
term decline. Seabird populations as a whole are in long-term decline around the world, and of the 40 seabird
species that breed in Japan, more than half (22 species) are listed as endangered by the Red List of the
Ministry of the Environment. However, the long-term changes in Japanese seabird populations have not
been well understood. The results were published online as a scientific paper in Bird Conservation
International on 28 August 2019, (Senzaki, M. et al. 2019. Long-Term declines in common breeding seabirds
in Japan).The study was later sent out as a joint press release on September 2 by Hokkaido University and
the YIO. The results of this study indicate that there is an urgent need to discuss the way of conservation
for not only endangered species but also widely distributed species.

(Excerpt from January 2020 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Co-organized a symposium on bird banding surveys

The annual meeting of the Japanese Bird Banding Association was held on December 14-15, 2019, co-
organized by the YIO, and the public symposium "Banding de wakaru koto~chorui hyoshiki chosa no seika
to mirai (What the banding studies tell us - achievements and the future of bird banding survey)" was held
on December 14. In the symposium, in addition to the staff members of Biodiversity Center of Japan,



Ministry of the Environment and others, Dr. Kiyoaki Ozaki (deputy director General, YIO) and Mr. Noboru
Nakamura (researcher of Division of Avian Conservation, YIO) gave lectures. The symposium was
organized by the Japan Bird banding Association, co-organized by the YIO and the Abiko City Museum of
Birds, and supported by the Abiko City Board of Education, the Abiko Wild Bird Society, and the
Biodiversity Center of Japan, the Ministry of the Environment.

(Excerpt from March 2020 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Oystercatchers breeding on the Kamchatka Peninsula come to Japan

Eurasian Oystercatchers with engraved coloured flags were observed and photographed in Chiba and Mie
prefectures in the autumn of 2019. Both individuals were later found to have hatched in the western
Kamchatka Peninsula in July 2019. The breeding sites and migration routes of Eurasian Oystercatchers
coming to Japan have been largely unknown to date, but these observations have revealed one of the
breeding sites of the oystercatchers that migrate to Japan. The results were published in a joint press release
on December 19, 2019, by the Nature Conservation Bureau of the Ministry of the Environment and the YIO.



(Excerpt from March 2020 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Myanmar researchers visit Japan for practical training

A young zoology researcher from Myanmar, Biak Khun Aye, an assistant lecturer in the Department of
Zoology at the University of Yangon, pursuing her PhD, visited Japan for 11 days from October 19 to 29,
2019. First, she received training in bird banding at the Fukushima-gata Banding Station in Toyosaka City,
Niigata Prefecture, and in the latter half of her stay, she underwent a practical training of DNA experiments
at the YIO. These trainings were supported by the Takehiko Yamashina Grant Program, and Dr. Takema
Saitoh (researcher of Division of Natural History, YIO) played a central role in supporting her stay and
trainings.

(Excerpt from May 2020 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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