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Number of Short-tailed Albatross in Torishima Island exceeds 5,000 birds

Torishima Island in the Izu Islands holds the largest breeding population of the endangered Short-tailed
Albatross. In the field survey conducted by YIO this February and March and commissioned by the
Ministry of the Environment it was found that the number of Short-tailed Albatrosses about to fledge from
this island in the spring of 2018 was 708 individuals, with the result that the estimated population of this
species in Torishima will exceed 5,000 individuals. Thanks to the dedicated workers in and out of Y10 and
many supporters of the project, this species had been recovering from the brink of extinction it experienced
soon after World War 11, when it was announced in 1949 by American ornithologist Oliver Austin, Jr. that
it had quite probably gone extinct. The total population in Torishima had exceeded 1,000 birds in the spring
of 1999 and had reached an estimated number of about 4,400 individuals in March 2017.

(Excerpt from July 2018 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Professor Yasuo Ezaki receives Yamashina Yoshimaro Award

The 20th Yamashina Yoshimaro Award was presented to Dr. Yasuo Ezaki, Professor at the University of
Hyogo and Research Director General at the Hyogo Park of the Oriental White Stork, by His Imperial
Highness Crown Prince Akishino, the President of YO, at the presentation ceremony held on Monday 2nd
July at the Grand Hyatt Tokyo. The ceremony was held separately preceding Y10O’s party for its supporting
members from eastern and central Japan.

Professor Ezaki has made various scientific achievements in the ecology of birds and bird communities. In
addition, in the field of conservation he has made a significant contribution to the reintroduction of the
Oriental White Stork to Japan, which is now proving to be successful. At the same time, he has been
instrumental in the proposal and advancement of the new field of applied science

called “oyo-seitai-kogaku”, which aims at the integration of ecology and civil engineering in order to
prevent the frequently observed situation in which civil engineering works intended to prevent natural
disasters may result in the degradation of biodiversity.

The memorial symposium will be held on Saturday 29th September.

The Yamashina Yoshimaro Award was established in 1992 to commemorate the achievements of the
founder of Y10, Yoshimaro Yamashina, on the 50th anniversary of the institute. The award aims to reward
individuals or organizations that have contributed to the development of ornithology research and the
conservation of birds in Japan.

(Excerpt from September 2018 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Exchange of specimens between the Natural History Museum Vienna and Y10

On 13rd June, study skins and skeletal specimens comprising 30 individuals of 25 species of birds collected
mainly in Austria, arrived from the Natural History Museum Vienna. This is part of an exchange of
specimens between the two institutions and now Y1O will be sending specimens of Japanese birds. The
Natural History Museum Vienna and YIO started specimen exchanges after the International
Ornithological Congress held in 2014 in Tokyo, when a staff member of the Austrian museum visited Y10
and discussed possible exchanges.

(Excerpt from November 2018 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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“Exhibition of Kenji Shimomura’s Photos” is well received

YIO held its “Exhibition of Kenji Shimomura’s Photos - The man who photographed a kingfisher 100
years ago”, from Friday 21st to Wednesday 26nd September at the Yurakucho Asahi Gallery near
Yurakucho Station in downtown Tokyo. The exhibition was well received and the total number of visitors
during the 6 days reached 1,957 people. Although Kenji Shimomura (1903-1967) was a pioneer in wildlife
photography in Japan, he was only active prior to the war and for a 20-year period after the war, so he is not
well known among today’s younger generations. The results of a questionnaire showed that, although the
majority of visitors had not known about him before this exhibition, they liked his photographic work. It
seems the exhibition has helped shed light on the achievements of this important figure of wildlife
photography in Japan once again.

(Excerpt from November 2018 issue of Yamashina Choken News)

ORHTHEME LS REEME LE L

IFSRAN D, SRl & . 5 OB BN B DI ER OB OF o FICHR S 572012, E@HEH
FEZWEEE 11 A 12 BISHR L, 5UhT & O CHEEORHINA T E LT,

EHEONAIL, (D) s THEWIE CEFRE T 2EMONE BT 29 H, (2) stlmBiEl 2 D BEEE L O
APEFEICRE 25, (3) B, FROHREEREO RIS 25, (4) s B & O LRSS
Ao, BRI OSBRI 25H, 6) SDG s (RifrlRe7e 17 OBFERED) (ZRd 259
HO5HAT, %ML ZIUID > &> T, FAEEEZ IR L TP < HEFTT

I EZ IR D) RV ERERT R, 138y eiw] L
FEERFTE (2018 4F 11 A 12 H. FCERHERT
(LIFEEHFNEWS 2019 4E1 A8-1 1)

FA - (AR WRRIEFS t‘j
EiG IR 2 EER R




Mutual cooperation agreement concluded between the Kyoto City Zoo and Y1O

The Kyoto City Zoo and YIO have concluded an agreement concerning mutual cooperation in research
and wildlife education. The two parties agreed to cooperate on (1) research on the animals kept in the zoo,
(2) environmental education and lifelong learning in the zoo, (3) conservation of wild animals, especially
endangered species, (4) use of scientific information and materials held by both parties, and (5) 17
Sustainable Development Goals. On 12nd November a ceremony was held that was attended by Daisaku
Kadokawa, Mayor of the City of Kyoto, and Takuji Okuno, Director General of YIO. The Mayor signed
the agreement which Motohiro Mibu, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Y10, had signed in advance.
(Excerpt from January 2019 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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Migration of Hooded Crane from China to Shikoku confirmed for the first time

A Hooded Crane (Grus monacha) has been confirmed by means of its red leg marker to have travelled
from Heilongjiang Province, Northeast China, to Shikoku, one of the four main islands of Japan. The crane
then travelled from Shikoku to Kyushu, another of the four main islands. This observation constitutes the
first confirmed record of this species moving among the wintering grounds of Kyushu and Shikoku, as well
as being the first confirmed instance of migration of this species between China and Shikoku.

The present over-concentration in the wintering grounds of Izumi in Kagoshima, Kyushu, the largest
wintering grounds of this species in the world, may well be a risk factor for this endangered crane, and it
has long been argued that improvement in this situation is urgently needed. The finding that cranes are
moving between wintering grounds in Kyushu and Shikoku istands will prove useful in considering
appropriate conservation strategies for this species.

(Excerpt from March 2019 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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First offspring of Ichiro and Yuki returns to Mukojima Island

The first offspring born of the pair of endangered Short-tailed Albatross that has been breeding successfully
since the 2015-16 breeding season on Mukojima Island, the site of the reintroduction project, was
confirmed to have returned to its native island by the YIO research team that visited the island

this February.

There is only one other instance of the return of an offspring that was born of an artificially raised

albatross in this project: the individual fledged from Nakodojima in 2014 was observed to have returned

to Mukojima in March 2017.

This reintroduction project has been conducted by YIO with the support of the Ministry of the Environment,
the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The Mitsui & Co.

Environment Fund, The Suntory Fund for Bird Conservation, and many others. In this project YIO
transported a total of 70 Short-tailed Albatross chicks from the traditional breeding site on Torishima in the
Izu Islands to Mukojima in the Ogasawara Islands with the aim of re-establishing a breeding colony of the
Short-tailed Albatross in the Ogasawara Islands, where the species used to breed before it was extirpated

by plume hunters before World War I

The monitoring of the status of the albatross has been commissioned to YIO by the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government.

(Excerpt from May 2019 issue of Yamashina Choken News)

@/\T1 DE 3 v SEEE & EIE R ERE

IWBERAHIANT A DB = » THIEE (R VL) EFRASRE WOV THEEET 2 2 & L7220 A2 H |

AR S5 Ry R 3 DS R A3 Ll Ao L L7,

HEERE OGN 545, HHEOWNA L LT, AT, T, AR L, LR
FHATOME DR AR L, FRINTA Y A FHORESHEROMIE GRS 2 ED D & LTHET,
kRl DT, ILFERAI DI~ WILERERHERTIE ORI /2 5T A Y 24 FADETHGH
B AS— RO —E > 7 2B LU SO AN— R — e 7 5K, BHTHRERZELE Lz, ~UA Y
AAHAT, NUAREET, IWROMHED S SEIERBRE COAEFICHOE T E I ERIIED 50 FEIF LI
ML Lo Z BN T A [EAO/NSOMEIT, TEIGHKE D00 03 WHfE L THHITWET,
NEDOFFIAA TSN ARG LT~ T U 7 72 EWFIR T < ORIAMER L, BIEATF L WD DI 16
FEFREE & SCVET, (LR NEWS 2019 4F5 A5 5 0)

e T o V'

=

WERKFITAREHER DD O COBL LICbDOZRZ L, ©Y g v FHREOMRR Chomtt e B
ThHAT=— A7 MellanieY.Ide) K (f) 2384 UFfiki2e T LE Lic, E3dHRFFRE,

11



Mutual cooperation agreement concluded between Bishop Museum and Y10

The Bishop Museum of Hawaii and Y1O have concluded an agreement concerning academic exchange
and collaboration. In February 2019, members of YIO, including Secretary General Masatoshi Hojo,
visited the museum to conclude the agreement. Among other things the two parties have agreed to focus on
Hawaiian honeycreepers in regards to adaptive radiation research and conservation. Seven realistic carvings
of Hawaiian honeycreepers carved by Haruo Uchiyama, an invited specialist from Y1O, were presented by
Y10 to the Bishop Museum.

(Excerpt from May 2019 issue of Yamashina Choken News)
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